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File 14: Iowa Railroads – A Historical Review of the Use of Train Orders, 1998
Train orders were used before centralized traffic control to control movements on railroads. Orders were telegraphed from the division dispatcher to stations, where they were relayed to train crews. The need to stop or slow down for train orders was communicated to train crews by wooden blades a pole alongside the track in front of the station. Blades were located on both sides of the pole for opposing traffic. When the blades were positioned either up or down, no train orders were available for pickup, and when the blades were horizontal, train orders must be picked up. Train orders could be picked up on the fly or trains would have to stop.

Examples of Train Orders

Order #21 is annulled. No. 23 engine 1514 wait at Ford until 1115 a.m. for work extra 719.

Do not exceed 20 miles per hour over cutoff one half mile west of Troy, and 30 miles per hour from Clairmont to mile post 349.
#38 meet #75 at New Hampton.

Extra 1608 West will run on south track from Avery to Maxon and has right of way over all trains East.

File 17: A Historical Review of Depots and Towers on the CB&Q in Iowa, 1995
Note: The Washington, IA CB&Q depot is now located on the County Fairgrounds.

File 18: CB&Q Main Line and Branch Lines, Depots and Towers, April 1999 (Volumes 1 and 2)

File 26: The Burlington Iowa Branch Lines, April 2001

File 28: The Burlington Ottumwa Division, February 2002

File 29: The Burlington Creston Division, March 2003

File 31 The Burlington Peavine Branch (Ottumwa to Ft. Madison), 2001
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PA201: Depots (pre-1945)

PA201: Railroads not depots (pre-1940) and (post-1940)

